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Wisdom from above is not just a lofty ideal — it is the very thing you need NOW to navigate a world of confusion, selfish ambition, and
spiritual counterfeits. James 3:13-18 draws a sharp line between heavenly wisdom and the earthly “wisdom” that produces disorder. This
passage gives us 7 clear traits that can transform your life, your relationships, and your church.

The Urgent Need for True Wisdom Now

Every culture says it: “Actions speak louder than words.” James 3:13-18 takes that principle and anchors it in the kingdom of God. A
person may claim to have wisdom and understanding, but godly wisdom is proved by a life of gentle, Christ-like behaviour — not by
words alone.
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James 3:13-18
13 Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom. 14 But if
you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth. 15 This wisdom is not
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that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic. 16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is
disorder and every evil thing. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and
good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. 18 And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make
peace.

Before James describes the wisdom from above, he gives a sobering warning about the power of our words. If you haven’t yet, read this
urgent call to tame your tongue now — because the same mouth that praises God must not be a fountain of bitter jealousy and selfish
ambition.
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Recognizing Counterfeit Wisdom

Before we look at the 7 heavenly traits, James warns us about a dangerous deception. A person can build a following through personality,
flattery, and by telling people exactly what they want to hear — while their heart is filled with bitter envy and selfish ambition.


https://www.tranquiltestament.com/tame-your-tongue-now/
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Absalom is a sobering example. He stood at the gate, stole the hearts of Israel with smooth words, and pretended to be wise and just —
all to overthrow his father David. The story in 2 Samuel 15:1-6 reveals that outward charm is never a safe measure of true wisdom.
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2 Samuel 15:1-6
Now it came about after this that Absalom provided for himself a chariot and horses and fifty men as runners before him. 2

Absalom used to rise early and stand beside the way to the gate; and when any man had a suit to come to the king for judgment,
Absalom would call to him ... 6 In this manner Absalom dealt with all Israel who came to the king for judgment; so Absalom stole
away the hearts of the men of Israel.

In the New Testament, Diotrephes also loved to be first. He refused to receive the apostles, slandered them with wicked words, and even
put faithful brethren out of the church (3 John 9-10). His “wisdom” was earthly, and it brought disorder, not peace.
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Simon the magician in Acts 8 is another warning. He believed and was baptised, yet his heart was still captured by selfish ambition.
When he saw the apostles laying hands on people to receive the Holy Spirit, he tried to buy that power with money. Peter’s sharp rebuke
showed that his heart was not right before God. Bitter jealousy and selfish ambition make a person blind to the truth.

7 Heavenly Wisdom Traits You Need NOW
James 3:17 gives us a beautiful, practical portrait of the wisdom from above. These 7 traits are not optional extras; they are the proof

that we are walking in the light. Take them to heart today — the world, the flesh, and the devil will fight against them, but the blessing
far outweighs the struggle.
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1. Pure

Heavenly wisdom is first of all pure. God is pure, His Word is pure, and true wisdom has no hidden agenda. There are no secret motives
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to get ahead or outdo another person. A small boy in Africa, given two pieces of food while clearly undernourished, gave one back
because he wanted to share. That childlike purity is a picture of wisdom from above.

2. Peaceable

The wisdom from above is peace-loving. Colossians 3:15 tells us, “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts ... and be thankful.” A
peaceable person is not weak or timid; rather, they bring steadiness and order where there is anger and confusion. This is the
atmosphere that godly wisdom creates in a home and in a church.
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3. Gentle

True wisdom is gentle. In Acts 9, Tabitha (Dorcas) was “abounding with deeds of kindness and charity which she continually did.” She
was a woman of gentle strength, and her life left an unforgettable mark. A Christian who wants wisdom from above must cultivate this
quality of gentleness in every relationship.
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4. Reasonable
Heavenly wisdom is open to reason. The Bereans in Acts 17:11 were more noble-minded because they received the word with great

eagerness and examined the Scriptures daily before making a decision. A reasonable Christian listens with respect and patience, even
when differences arise, and does not simply wait for their turn to speak.
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5. Full of Mercy and Good Fruits

Mercy is not just a feeling; it is an action. Someone slips on a wet floor and we rush to help. An older woman struggles with a door and
we gently hold her arm. A mother at the store lacks money and we pay the bill. These small, daily mercies are good fruits that flow from
wisdom from above. Peter described Jesus as “going about doing good” (Acts 10:38). That is our calling.

6. Unwavering

Wisdom from above does not waver. It is not a Sunday-only persona that gets discarded at work or in private. James 1:27 defines pure
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religion as caring for orphans and widows and keeping oneself unstained by the world. A Christian who claims to be generous at church
but cuts corners in business is not practicing heavenly wisdom. Consistency in every sphere of life is the proof.
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7. Without Hypocrisy

Finally, wisdom from above is sincere — without hypocrisy. The person who wears a “church mask” but lives for selfish gain is lying
against the truth. The seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace only by those who genuinely make peace. Authenticity is not
optional; it is the very foundation of a life that glorifies God.

Why This Matters for Your Life and Your Church Now

When jealousy and selfish ambition creep into a congregation, the result is always “disorder and every evil thing.” The glue that holds a
church together is not talent or programmes — it is agape love. 1 John 2:9 warns, “The one who says he is in the Light and yet hates his
brother is in the darkness until now.” An aggressive, argumentative spirit is not from God.
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This does not mean we tolerate sin. Paul rebuked the Corinthian church for condoning immorality (1 Corinthians 5:1-5). But even
discipline must be done with the goal of restoration, in a spirit of meekness and love.

Paul himself cried out, “Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death?” (Romans 7:24). The battle between
the flesh and the Spirit is real. The Devil hates every Christian with burning intensity and will do everything he can to pull you down.
That is why you need the wisdom from above NOW — not later, not when it is convenient, but right now.
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The 7 traits of heavenly wisdom do not develop overnight. They require a lifetime commitment to walking with Jesus. But the result is a
life of joy, security, peace, and a church that truly reflects the love of Christ. The seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by
those who make peace. Let that be you — starting today.
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Frequently Asked Questions
What is wisdom from above according to James 3:17?

The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, and without
hypocrisy. It reflects God’s character and produces righteousness sown in peace.
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How can I recognize false wisdom in a church leader?

False wisdom is marked by bitter jealousy, selfish ambition, arrogance, and disorder. A leader acting out of these motives, as described
in James 3:14-16, is not guided by heavenly wisdom but by earthly, demonic impulses.

What is the difference between earthly wisdom and heavenly wisdom?

Earthly wisdom is unspiritual, driven by envy and self-seeking, leading to chaos and evil. Heavenly wisdom is pure, peace-loving,
considerate, merciful, and sincere, resulting in a righteous life and peaceful relationships.
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How can I cultivate wisdom from above in my daily life?

You can cultivate wisdom from above by studying Scripture, humbly praying for God’s guidance, and actively practicing gentleness,
mercy, and peacemaking in your interactions with others.
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